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backed by his Foreign Minister, Count Czernin, offered a strong opposition to a measure which he believed would be fatal to a peace by agreement.   In this he was overborne, but he persisted in his efforts to bring the war to an end, and in April Count Czernin prepared a memorandum for the German Emperor,  in which the idea was  broached that Germany should restore Alsace-Lorraine to France and take "Congress Poland " with the addition of Galicia as compensation for herself.    April, unfortunately, was the month in which German hopes of a speedy victory by the submarine ran highest, and the Germans, so far from being willing to restore Alsace-Lorraine, were now meditating new acquisitions such "-the annexation of the Briey and Longwy coal basins, at the f France, and the practical annexation of Belgium. >h the Germans the Emperor Charles appears o have dropped his idea of restoring Alsace-istead to have sat down with them to a far-for the division of the spoils of the expected
id Czernin continued to prepare for a less ,auit, and (apparently without informing their Ally) pursued a negotiation of their own with the French through the Emperor's brother-in-law, Prince Sixtus of Parma. The Emperor entrusted a letter to his brother-in-law to be shown to M. Poincare, in which he declared his readiness to support the claims of France to Alsace-Lorraine in Berlin, and to work for the restoration of Belgium and Serbia as sovereign States. M. Poincare was not impressed; he saw in this letter evidence of the desperate plight of Austria rather than an honest desire to make peace; and Baron Sonnino, d» feliaa Foreign Minister, to whom it was communicated, objected that no concessions were made to Italy in Ac proposed tem*s of peace.
P$mc& Shtns's mission thus broke down, and a subsequent
m Switzerland, to which the French Government
mm priw, between the Preach General Staff-Major, Count
and a relative of his in the Austrian Diplomatic
came to nothing because the terms proposed were
to Germany.   German hopes, which had waned
When the unrestricted submarine fell short of expectations,tory to be impossible, and,ch compelled them in the following year to accept the kind of peace which
